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Religious Education 
Intent 
Religious Education at Our Lady & St Joseph Catholic Primary School provides a broad and balanced 
curriculum which promotes knowledge and understanding of the Catholic faith and life. It helps 
pupils respect different religions by exploring issues within and between them in order to develop a 
positive attitude towards living in a religiously diverse society.  

By the end of KS2: 

 we want our children to have a good knowledge and understanding of the scriptures as well 
as the catholic beliefs we hold because of them; as well as key figures in history.  

 We aim to develop our children’s religious literacy as well as their understanding of the 
Liturgical Calendar.  

 We aspire to help our pupils understand the significance of religion and its contribution to 
their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.  

 We want our children to experience being part of a Church community through Liturgy and 
worship. 
 

Implementation 
Religious Education is a core subject in Our Lady & St Joseph, alongside English, Maths and Science. 
We devote 10% of our curriculum time to its delivery.  

We adhere to the Curriculum Directory guidelines and learning outcomes; this provides a cohesive 
approach. We provide opportunities for whole school assemblies and celebrations as well as 
displays, which are relevant to every child. 

The core of our curriculum is based on the Diocesan plans provided by Margaret Carswell. The new 
‘Age-Related Standards’ issued by the Diocese of Westminster, is used to support planning. Key 
driver words are used to ensure children are being taught the skills for their phase. 

The content of our Religious Education programme is based on the four major Constitutions of 
Vatican II. These are related to the Church’s teaching on: 

 Revelation 
 The Church 
 Celebration  
 The Life in Christ.  

Our children are introduced to these teachings through a variety of different ‘Life Topics’ related to 
them. These themes are developed with greater depth and breadth each year as the child 
progresses through the school and form the core of our R.E. studies. 

At Our Lady & St Joseph, there are many opportunities for all of our children to explore their faith 
and deepen their relationship with Christ. This includes daily acts of worship, weekly assemblies and 
celebration of mass. 

 

To raise pupils’ awareness of the faith and traditions of other religious communities in order to 
respect and understand them, we l spend time learning about different faiths and beliefs, such as 
Islam and Judaism, preparing pupils for life in London and the wider world. 

 



 

Impact 
During lessons, the impact of teaching and learning will be demonstrated by our children’s 
understanding of a range of topics and their ability to articulate their understanding using a high 
level of religious vocabulary.  

All children will have:  

 A rich religious vocabulary and a high level of religious literacy.  
 A high level of knowledge relating to the four sources of revelation  
 A good understanding of how to live out their faith, demonstrating their beliefs in their 

everyday lives. 

 

What would you see if you walked into a RE lesson at OLSJ? 
If you were to walk into a RE lesson at OLSJ, you would see: 

 Children actively engaging with scripture through the use of class Bibles. 
 Children learning the beliefs from scripture and applying these to their own lives. 
 Children will have opportunities to work creatively. 
 Children will use age appropriate religious vocabulary.  
 In KS2, children make links between beliefs, sources, worship and life.  
 All children will be appropriately challenged through adult support, scaffolding or 

differentiation. 
 

  



 

Reading  
Intent 
We aim for all our children to be able to read by the end of Key Stage 1.  

We want them to have a love of reading; this is done through embedding it in different aspects of 
the curriculum thereby demonstrating its importance. To improve children’s opportunities, children 
must be able to read effectively.  

We place a high priority on reading throughout our curriculum. 

 
Implementation 
At Our Lady & St Joseph we teach reading in a variety of ways. We use a ‘Letters and Sounds’ based 
programme supported by an external advisor, Ann Smallberger. We also use phonically decodable 
books to support children’s learning.  

We aim for consistent and effective practice which is rigorous and has the highest expectations. We 
also teach ‘Shared Reading’ from Year 2 through to the end of Key Stage 2.  

Children in Key Stage 1 and Early Years Foundation Stage have a broad range of texts in the class. 

Nursery  

From Nursery, we develop a love of reading within our children. We foster this through having 
engaging book corners, core books and regular class reading. 

Our children are taught daily phonics lessons, from which they learn fundamental skills linked to 
phonics and reading. Children across Early Years have access to quality books in class and at home. 
We have a Core Reading list of books that the children can read at home and in school. 

Reception 

From the start of Reception, many of the core skills from Nursery are developed and embedded. 
Regular reading for enjoyment, through a whole class story is carried out every day.  This is along 
with core books in the classrooms that children become familiar with.  

We start phonics from day one with a systematic synthetic approach. This is consistent throughout 
the school and develops term-by-term through to Year 2. Children gain fluency as they have books 
that build on their phonic knowledge.  

Our children also given a ‘levelled’ book to support in developing their love of reading at home. They 
take these books home for a week. This gives them the opportunity to read and re-read the book to 
develop their confidence and fluency.  

Children engage in daily ‘Big Book’ sessions. These are designed to support their learning of the core 
skills in reading a book, whilst also developing their comprehension skills.  

At school, our children also read with an adult in small ‘Guided Reading’ groups to develop key 
reading skills and track pupil progress.  

We also offer families access to ‘Bug Club’ books at home, which also support phonic awareness. 

 



 

Year 1 

Our commitment to reading continues into Year 1. In addition to 1:1 reading, whole class phonics 
sessions, ‘Big Book’ sessions and daily phonics, children also engage in daily ‘Guided Reading’. This is 
a process where all children are heard reading in small groups, daily, with a trained member of staff. 
This gives our children a chance to become familiar with a range of texts which enhances their 
reading skills and enjoyment.  

Our children continue to read books that are phonically decodable until they have mastered phonics. 
Each week, they take home a:  

 Phonically decodable book to support phonics;  
 Book ‘levelled’ to their ability to support comprehension; a 
 Home Reading core book to develop a love of reading through shared stories. 

Year 2 

We aim to develop our children into confident, capable and independent readers within Year 2. 
Where necessary, phonics is continued to be taught throughout the year. We also introduce the 
children to ‘Lexia’. This is an on-line programme to support all children’s developing reading skills. 
The class teacher uses this to supplement their quality first teaching and ensure all children have the 
skills needed to further develop as readers.  

In Year 2, we also use ‘Shared Reading’ to support pupil’s development of reading skills, especially 
comprehension and fluency. We introduce the children to ‘reading as a strategy to answer questions 
on a text they have read’. The books our children read are carefully chosen and mapped out across 
the school; this ensures the various skills can be taught effectively. Within these sessions they look 
at a range of text types including non-fiction and poetry. 

The children should, by this time, have mastered phonics. Their reading books are now chosen from 
a ‘levelled’ programme to support their development through the school. If they have not 
completely mastered phonics they will continue to read phonetically decodable books to enhance 
the phonic understanding 

Daily class stories also continue.  

Key Stage 2 

In Key Stage 2, our aim is that all children are confident capable readers. If some children need 
additional support we offer that through interventions. We will continue to offer phonics support to 
these children where needed.  

The main method of developing reading skills across Key Stage 2 is through ‘Shared Reading’. As in 
Year 2, children use ‘Reading Gems’ to develop their skills around book comprehension. The books 
they read are carefully chosen to ensure they meet the needs of the pupil’s learning. We also 
introduce the children to ‘Accelerated Reader’.  

‘Accelerated Reader’ is used as a tool to track pupil’s progress and further develop their reading 
ability. The ‘Accelerated Reader’ programme helps them gain fluency in reading whilst continuing to 
develop and check their comprehension skills. Where we feel necessary, teachers will also teach 
children in small groups through ‘Guided Reading’. This ensures our children have the necessary 
reading skills and are given enhanced support to ensure they are fluent, can decode and can 
comprehend the texts. 



 

Prioritisation of Reading across the curriculum 

Reading is prioritised within the school day as we believe to achieve in school, our children need to 
be able to read effectively. In Key Stage 2 we also introduce ‘Reading for Knowledge’, this is done by 
looking at non-fiction texts introducing the children to new topics – giving them a basis of knowledge 
to build their learning from.  

 

Impact 
The aims we have for the subject are: 

 Children, across the school, to develop a love of reading  
 By the end of EYFS we expect children to have passed ‘Phase 4’ phonics, be able to read 

books at the appropriate level independently and to be able to talk about what they have 
read.  

 By the end of Key Stage 1, all children can read and have passed the Phonics Screening 
Check. They have a developing understanding of the ‘Reading Gems’ and are able to answer 
questions using them with some support 

 By the end of Key Stage 2, all children are at age related expectation, but also have a love of 
reading which will help them gain knowledge and enjoyment in the future.  

 Children grow independence in choosing books they enjoy, but also use reading to develop 
strong vocabulary and knowledge of the world around them. 
 
 

What would you see if you walked into a Reading lesson at OLSJ? 
If you were to walk into a Reading lesson at OLSJ, you would see: 

 Children developing a love of reading through teacher motivation and enthusiasm. 
 Children having copies of the text in front of them, along with new vocabulary dual 

coded (KS2). 
 Engaging texts that have been carefully chosen to support the pupil’s progress.  

 

If you were to walk into a Phonics lesson at OLSJ, you would see:  
 A consistent approach to the teaching of phonics across the school. 
 Fast paced sessions where every child is engaged and learning. 
 A use of assessment to guide the children’s next steps. 
 High expectations of all pupils. 

 

 

  



 

Writing  
Intent 
The ability to communicate effectively is a key part of our everyday life and comes in several forms; 
from demonstrating our wants and needs to socialising, and from reading or writing for pleasure to 
the world of work.  

It is our aim to build strong foundations in this fundamental area of learning, supporting our children 
into KS3 and beyond to whatever career they choose to pursue.  

We aim for our children to: 

 Become articulate communicators with an excellent command of the English language 
 Leave Our Lady & St Joseph with a passion for writing, fully understanding the impact and 

effect that it can have on a range of audiences 
 Understand the links between reading and writing, taking inspiration from a wide range of 

text types and authors 
 Have a secure command of spoken and written English so that they can effectively express 

their ideas, thoughts and opinions, ensuring that it is fit for the intended purpose.  
 

Implementation 
We are a story-telling school and stories are at the heart of all we do. Whether children are listening 
to stories or poems, telling each other stories, reading for pleasure or writing their own stories - we 
understand the huge impact it can have on their inner world and the growth of their own language. 
As such writing is closely linked to our strong and refined reading spine which allows for cumulative 
learning and logical progression across the key stages. 

Our approach supports children in reading and writing independently for a variety of audiences and 
purposes within different subjects:  

 We ensure that pupils hear a wide range of high-quality literature or text types, from a full 
range of authors, with rich and varied vocabulary to engage and inspire them  

 We then support children in ‘mapping’ the story or text type to support the sequence 
through pictures 

 Re-telling or ‘stepping’ the story or text type is the next part of the process, ensuring that 
children utilise their own ‘story maps’ as they go 

 A range of deepening activities take place to support children in understanding the features 
of the story or text type 

 Shared writing is then led by the class teacher, encouraging a range of rich and varied 
vocabulary as well as modelling sentence types and literary features  

 Guided writing takes place for key children needing additional support in sentence structure 
 Writing tool-kits are planned for and explicitly shared to ensure children understand the 

creative language, literary devices and organisational features of each text type   
 Feedback in writing takes place throughout the lesson supporting children with editing their 

writing - to improve and refine their work. There is a focus on composition and word choice, 
sentence manipulation, the link and build-up of meaning and overall structure. As well as a 
focus on accuracy in spelling, grammar and punctuation.  

  

The movement from imitation to innovation to independent application is applied and adapted to 
learners at any stage across our school, supporting them to become expert writers as they leave us 
in KS2. 



 

 

For children to write creatively, basic skills such as spelling and handwriting have to become 
automatic so they can focus on generating and crafting language. 

Spelling is supported through High Frequency Words (HFW) and phonics lessons which is built upon 
throughout EYFS and KS1. ‘No Nonsense Spelling’ is our spelling scheme used throughout KS2 which 
breaks down key spelling patterns for each year group.  

 

Impact 
Our children: 

 Develop a passion for writing and story-telling 
 Think creatively when writing to engage their audience  
 Think as a reader when writing - purposefully selecting vocabulary and punctuation for 

effect 
 Are able to produce written work, in all areas of the curriculum, to a high standard 
 Confidently write for a range of purposes 
 Have excellent oracy and language communication skills 
 Are skilled editors, independently improving and refining their writing by the time they leave 

KS2. 
 

What would you see if you walked into a Writing lesson at OLSJ? 
If you were to walk into a Writing lesson at OLSJ, you would see: 

 Children following the story telling approach to writing.  
 A range of high-quality vocabulary and sentence types being used by all.   
 Lots of opportunity to talk, through: HMSS (Hear, Map, Step, Speak), debate, role-

play, conscience alley, story whoosh and many more carefully chosen build-up 
activities.  

 High-quality shared writes that include children’s own ideas.   
 Use of phonics and other spelling strategies modelled by the teacher and used 

independently by pupils.  
 Cursive script being used by all adults and the children who have mastered it.  
 Appropriate scaffolds to support those who need it.  

 

 

  



 

Maths 
Intent 

 Become fluent in the fundamentals of Mathematics 
 Are able to reason mathematically 
 Can solve problems by applying their Maths Skills 

 

At Our Lady and St Joseph’s these skills are embedded within Maths lessons and where appropriate 
within our Curriculum so they are developed consistently over time. We are committed to ensuring 
that children are able to recognise the importance of Maths in the wider world and that they are 
also able to use their mathematical skills and knowledge confidently in their lives in a range of 
different contexts. We want all children to enjoy Mathematics and to experience success in the 
subject, with the ability to reason mathematically. We are committed to developing children’s 
curiosity about the subject, as well as an appreciation of the beauty and power of Mathematics. 

IMPLEMENTATION 

The content and principles underpinning the 2014 Mathematics curriculum and the OLSJ Maths 
curriculum reflect those advocated by the Mastery approach found in high-performing education 
systems internationally.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coherence 
Lessons are broken down into small connected steps that gradually unfold the concept, providing 
access for all children and leading to a generalisation of the concept and the ability to apply the 
concept to a range of contexts. 
 

Representation and Structure 
Representations used in lessons expose the mathematical structure being taught, the aim being that 
students can do the maths without recourse to the representation. 



 

Mathematical Thinking 
If taught ideas are to be understood deeply, they must not merely be passively received but must be 
worked on by the student: thought about, reasoned with and discussed with others. 

Fluency 
Quick and efficient recall of facts and procedures and the flexibility to move between different 
contexts and representations of mathematics. 

Variation 
Variation is twofold. It is firstly about how the teacher represents the concept being taught, often in 
more than one way, to draw attention to critical aspects, and to develop deep and holistic 
understanding. It is also about the sequencing of the episodes, activities and exercises used within a 
lesson and follow up practice, paying attention to what is kept the same and what changes, to 
connect the mathematics and draw attention to mathematical relationships and structure. 

These principles and features characterise this approach and convey how our curriculum is 
implemented: 

 Teachers reinforce an expectation that all children are capable of achieving high standards in 
Mathematics. 

 The large majority of children progress through the curriculum content at the same pace. 
Differentiation is achieved by emphasising deep knowledge and through individual support 
and intervention. 

 Teaching is underpinned by methodical curriculum design and supported by carefully crafted 
lessons and resources to foster deep conceptual and procedural knowledge. 

 Practice and consolidation play a central role. Carefully designed variation within this builds 
fluency and understanding of underlying mathematical concepts. 

 Teachers use precise questioning in class to test conceptual and procedural knowledge and 
assess children regularly to identify those requiring intervention, so that all children keep up. 

To ensure whole consistency and progression, the school uses the Framework of the White Rose 
Maths scheme to inform coverage, and the school’s ongoing engagement with the NCETM Maths 
Hub and THEP programme continues to ensure that staff at all levels understand the pedagogy of 
the approach. New concepts are shared using a Topic card, where new vocabulary is shared to 
support with mathematical language and to support with sentence stems. Mathematical topics are 
taught in blocks, to enable the achievement of ‘mastery’ over time. Each lesson phase provides the 
means to achieve greater depth, with more able children being offered rich and sophisticated 
problems, as well as exploratory, investigative tasks, within the lesson as appropriate. Curriculum 
Maps for each block are written in the form of learning objectives to ensure that lessons are 
sequential and that skills are built on over time. There is a consistent use of the CPA (concrete, 
pictorial, abstract) approach across the school, which helps children develop mastery across all the 
operations in an efficient and reliable way. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impact 

Regular and ongoing assessment informs teaching, as well as intervention, to support and enable the 
success of each child. These factors ensure that we are able to maintain high standards, with 
achievement at the end of KS2 growing in time to be in line with National Average and seeing a 
higher proportion of children demonstrating greater depth, at the end of each phase. The 
introduction of Fluent in Five across the school gives the children regular opportunity to consolidate 
their fluency in mathematics. 

 

What would you see if you walked into a Maths lesson at OLSJ? 
If you were to walk into a Maths lesson at OLSJ, you would see: 

 Children completing a pre-starter of ‘Fluent in Five’ to consolidate fluency from Year 
2 to Year 6. 

 Children completing a starter linked to the skill being taught in the lesson or from a 
gap in learning from the year group’s NCETM ‘Ready To Progress Curriculum 
Prioritisation’.  

 Lessons which are carefully designed to teach a skill in small steps. 
 CPA (Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract) approach being used consistently to enable 

children to effectively understand concepts and to expose the mathematical 
structure 

 Children being given opportunities to deepen their understanding through word 
problems and reasoning questions 

 Stem sentences being used in all lessons to develop oracy and fluency for all children 
 All children being appropriately challenged through adult support, scaffolding or 

differentiation  
 



 

Science 
Intent 
Through a practical, enquiry-based approach, our learners will grow into scientists of the future – an 
engaging curriculum will allow them to learn and question the world around them.   

It is our intention for the following core principles to be embedded within Science Lessons: 

 Science is to inspire and challenge our children.  
 Lessons are to be practical and engaging.  
 Questions are to be asked to explore the world around us.  
 Lessons develop key enquiry types.  
 Dialogic talk is used in order to assist and accelerate learning.  

 

At the forefront is a working scientifically-based approach to Science where ‘working scientifically’ 
skills are developed across the phases.  

At Our Lady & St Joseph, we are committed to developing our children’s cultural capital and teaching 
our pupils the importance of Science within the wider world.  

We also want our children’s scientific knowledge to grow by using enquiry to answer real life 
scientific problems.  

It is our aim to develop a love and curiosity for Science and experience a sense of accomplishment 
within the subject.  

We intend to meet the 2014 national curriculum for science aims, ensuring that all our children: 

 Develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines 
of biology, chemistry and physics. 

 Develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science through different 
types of science enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world 
around them. 

 Are equipped with the scientific skills required to understand the uses and implications of 
science, today and for the future. We understand that it is important for lessons to have a 
skills-based focus, and that the knowledge can be taught through this.  

 

Implementation 
Teachers create a positive attitude towards Science. They have high expectations of their learners 
and use appropriate differentiation and to ensure all pupils are capable to achieving highly. 

Our approach to Science:  

 Science is taught in planned and arranged topic blocks with a ‘working scientifically’ based 
approach.  

 Lesson objectives are centred around ‘working scientifically’ to support enquiry e.g. LO: I am 
reporting my findings on how magnets behave.  

 Topics cards are used to share key scientific vocabulary and referred to throughout units.  



 

 Prior knowledge if checked at the beginning of each topic through a concept cartoon 
assessment and ‘Know/Want to know/Learned’ (KWL) grid. This is revisited at the end of the 
topic to show progress.  

 KWL grids are used as an assessment tool both for pupils and teachers. Pupils tick off their 
prior knowledge, write questions about what they want to know and refer to the end of year 
group statements throughout the topic.  

 Planning builds on both the knowledge and skills from previous learning. The content of 
lessons follows the 2014 National Curriculum and pupils develop the working scientifically 
skills allocated to their key stage.  

 Pupils are made aware of their steps to success through shared success criteria which 
teachers monitor within lessons.  

 Lessons are differentiated to ensure all our children are able to succeed and are inclusive for 
all pupils.   

 Teachers use a range of Assessment for Learning (AfL) strategies within lessons to assess 
pupils’ understanding and identify misconceptions and gaps in learning.  

 Teachers demonstrate and support pupils in using a range of scientific apparatus in 
enquiries. Additionally, they support pupils in developing their working scientifically skills to 
aid scientific understanding. 

 As pupils progress through the school they become more independent in their enquiries, 
taking ownership over equipment selection and choosing ways to record their findings.   

 A wide range of extra-curricular activities are used to enrich learning and offer pupils a 
broad and balanced curriculum. These link to the content blocks being taught.  

 At the end of each unit, pupils’ understanding is checked through the use of Rising Stars 
tests and revisiting concept cartoons and KWL grids. 

 Cultural capital is increased through Science Week, extra-curricular activities and regular 
Science competitions.  

 Science is celebrated through scientists of the week and prizes for Science competitions. 
Additionally, a range of pupils’ work from different abilities is placed on class displays.  

 

 

Impact 
Our approach to Science has the following impact: 

 Pupils are provided with the knowledge and fundamentals in order to understand the world 
around them.  

 Significant opportunities for hand on experiences within Science. 
 The retention of knowledge and make learning fun and meaningful for pupils.  
 The encouragement of children’s aspirations within the field of Science through: trips, 

workshops, and interactions with those in scientific careers.  
 Children are taught that Science is fundamental for the future workforce and STEM careers 

are achievable for all.  
 Pupils at Our Lady & St Joseph enjoy scientific exploratory and this results in good oracy 

within lessons and scientific understanding.  
 
The school’s Science provision earned the nationally recognised ‘Primary Science Quality Mark’ in 
2020.   
 



 

 
What would you see if you walked into a Science lesson at OLSJ? 
If you were to walk into a Science lesson at OLSJ, you would see: 

 The school’s core principles for Science on display.  
 Children accessing and exploring key questions linked the national curriculum 

throughout the lesson.  
 Children being given investigations to develop their knowledge of the key question 

through exploratory activities.  
 Teachers modelling the knowledge and understanding for the children.  
 Where possible, hands-on activities to apply children’s understanding of the 

knowledge strands with a working scientific focus.  
 Children returning to their key question and demonstrating their understanding in 

green pen within their books.  
 
  



 

Art and Design 
Intent 

The Primary National Curriculum for Art and Design aims to develop the children’s techniques, 
including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing 
awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 

At Our Lady & St Joseph we use sketch books to record children’s observations and use them to review 
and revisit ideas. 

Over the course of the year children will learn about different artists and designers from different 
eras. Art and Design is taught over three half terms each academic year. With each half term having 
its own focus on medium and progression of skill. 

Implementation 
 Three Art and Design blocks are taught in a year. 
 Learning objectives are skills based to allow children to build upon existing skills by revisiting 

previously taught formal elements of Art and Design 
 The works of different artists will be looked at. This is to ensure children are exposed to 

different artists, designers and craft makers from different eras. 
 With each artist explored, children can have a closer look at different formal elements of 

art/design/craft and can pay particular attention to incorporate the chosen element into 
their work. 

 By looking at different artists, children learn a range of techniques and explore using 
different media. 

 Teachers plan next step questions to check the understanding of the techniques looked 
covered in the Art and Design block. 

 Children have the opportunity to build on their oracy skills when discussing their own 
artwork, as well as analysing works of established artists.  

 Children have the opportunity to develop team building skills when presenting their findings 
about an artist. 

 Children take ownership of their work and are encouraged to plan their artwork; thinking 
about the size of the piece, the use of different techniques and the reason for their subject 
matter. 

 Children evaluate their work and are able to say what makes their work successful. 
 Where possible, Art and Design is cross-curricular. This is to build a more rounded 

understanding of a given society and to put art and design in context. 
 When appropriate, competitions will be promoted to foster a love for Art and Design. 

 

Impact 
The impact of Art and Design is that: 

 Children develop confidence as an artist. 
 Children develop an understanding of different types of art. 
 Children are able to explore and find a media they prefer to work with. 
 Children begin to see Art & Design as a viable career. 
 By the end of KS2, children are able to express why they like/dislike an art, design or craft 

piece and to use Art and Design vocabulary when explaining their preferences.  
 Children develop their oracy and teamwork skills. 
 Children develop a greater love for Art and Design and are able to appreciate different forms 

of art. 



 

 
What would you see if you walked into an Art & Design lesson at OLSJ? 
If you were to walk into an Art and Design lesson at OLSJ, you would see: 

 Children’s and teacher’s examples of Art & Design work, where appropriate.  
 Children using a range of medias. 
 Children using different medias appropriately. 
 Children that a confident in taking steps to achieve their aim.  
 High expectations from teachers.  
 Children developing a love and interest in Art and Design.  

 

  



 

Computing 
Intent 
At Our Lady & St Joseph, it is our intention to: 

 Deliver a high-quality computing education in line with the 2014 National Curriculum 
expectations. 

 Teach children on how to keep themselves safe whilst using the Internet. 
 Engage with parents to give them the skills they need to support their children’s learning 

and safety online. 
 Provide every child with the skills and ability to be create digital technology. 
 Provide children and staff with modern and safe IT resources for teaching and learning. 
 Use technology as a tool to transform learning and break down barriers across the entire 

school curriculum. 
 Provide children with meaningful cross-curricular activities to develop and strengthen skills 

learned in discrete Computing lessons.  
 Develop staff skills and confidence so they can be leaders of computing in the classroom 

setting. 

 

Implementation 
At Our Lady & St Joseph, Computing is taught using a blocked curriculum approach for discrete 
programming lessons with purposeful cross-curricular opportunities for the creativity and 
productivity strands of the curriculum. This ensures children are able to develop depth in their 
knowledge and skills over the duration of each of their computing topics.  

Teachers use the Teach Computing curriculum published by the National Centre for Computing 
Education (NCCE) and funded by the Department of Education.  It is a starting point for the planning 
of their computing lessons, which are often richly linked to engaging contexts in other subjects and 
topics. Knowledge and skills are mapped across each topic and year group to ensure systematic 
progression.  

We have a 1:1 system of Chromebooks where all learners have access to their own individual 
Chromebook along with other hardware and software to support the delivery of the curriculum.  

Employing cross-curricular links motivates pupils and supports them to make connections and 
remember the steps they have been taught. 

The implementation of the curriculum also ensures a balanced coverage of computer science, 
information technology and digital literacy. Our children have experiences of all three strands in 
each year group, but the subject knowledge imparted becomes increasingly specific and in-depth, 
with more complex skills being taught, thus ensuring that learning is built upon. For example, 
children in Key Stage 1 learn what algorithms are, which leads them to the design stage of 
programming in Key Stage 2, where they design, write and debug programs, explaining the thinking 
behind their algorithms. 

Children’s work is stored on Google Drive for reference and assessment.  

We want to ensure that Computing is embedded in our whole school curriculum and that 
opportunities for enhancing learning by using technology are always taken. 

 

 



 

 
Impact 
Our children enjoy and value Computing and know why they are doing things, not just how.  

Children understand and appreciate the value of Computing in the context of their personal well-
being and the technological, creative and cultural industries and their many career opportunities. 

Progress in Computing is demonstrated through regularly reviewing and scrutinising children’s work 
to ensure that progression of skills is taking place. Namely through: 

 Looking at pupils’ work, especially over time as they gain skills and knowledge. 
 Observing how they perform in lessons. 
 Talking to them about what they know. 

 

The Computing curriculum contributes to children’s personal development in creativity, 
independence, judgement and self-reflection. This is seen in them being able to talk confidently 
about their work, and sharing their work with others.  

Progress is shown through outcomes and through the important record of the process leading to 
them. 

 

What would you see if you walked into a Computing lesson at OLSJ? 
If you were to walk into a Computing lesson at OLSJ, you would see: 

 All children having 1:1 access to Chromebooks to record their progress digitally. 
 Children who are users of meaningful, modern technology while developing their 

proficiency through purposeful lessons underpinned by key skills and knowledge. 
 Children who think logically to solve problems and break them down into smaller 

steps. 
 Children who are aware of the risks of the internet and know how to keep 

themselves safe. 
 Children who are excited to use technology across the curriculum. 

 

  



 

Design and Technology 
Intent 
At OLSJ our intention is to provide high quality teaching to support children to develop their skills 
and confidence in Design and Technology. We teach Design and Technology over three half-terms of 
each academic year.   

In each half term we focus on a different aspect and skill of Design and Technology. We currently use 
sketch books to record children’s ideas, research and designs.  The children revisit them throughout 
the sessions to review and adapt their ideas. 

We provide meaningful learning, focussing on applying prior knowledge from cross curricular 
subjects, where possible, and focusing on the acquisition of knowledge and skills. We aim for each 
project to show relevance to a real-life context. This will enable our children to use skills to support 
their experiences for later life. 

We are committed to ensuring that children recognise the importance of Design and Technology and 
how it is used in the wider world. We want all children to enjoy and to experience success in the 
subject. 

 

Implementation 
 Three Design and Technology blocks are taught in a year.   
 We use the D&T Association (https://www.data.org.uk/)  to support with our planning. 
 Learning objects are skills based and support children in building upon existing skills by 

revisiting previously taught formal elements of Design and Technology. 
 The content of lessons follows the Primary National Curriculum; Design, Make, Evaluate, 

Technical knowledge.  
 Children develop technical skills allocated to their key stage. 
 Clear and appropriate cross curricular links underpin learning across the curriculum, giving 

the children opportunities to learn life-skills and apply skills to ‘hands on’ situations in a 
purposeful context. 

 Health and safety issues are identified during the planning stage and we ensure that children 
are aware of any issues.  

 Teachers plan next step questions and record ‘pupil voice’ to check the understanding of the 
technical skills covered in DT. 

 Children are also asked to self-evaluate their work identifying success and areas for 
development. 

 Children will solve, research and explore different technical aspects to deepen their 
knowledge.  

 Collaborative learning: In Design and Technology children may well be asked to work as part 
of a team learning to support and help one another; developing their oracy skills when 
discussing their work. 

 Children will evaluate their work, identifying successes and area for improvement. 
 Career day; Inviting people who have jobs in Design and Technology talk to the children 

about their work. 
 

Impact 
 Children develop an enjoyment and confidence in Design and Technology. 
 Children develop a good understanding of different forms of Design and Technology. 
 Children will use the skills they have learnt in Design and Technology and apply to different 

areas in the curriculum and the wider world.  



 

 

 Children are aware of different types of jobs in the wider world and see it as a viable career. 
 Children develop evaluation skills and can identify successes and areas for improvement. 
 Children develop their oracy and teamwork skills. 

 
 

What would you see if you walked into a Design and Technology lesson at OLSJ? 
If you were to walk into a Design and Technology lesson at OLSJ, you would see: 

 Children’s and teacher’s example of Design and Technology structures where 
appropriate.  

 Children designing and making products for a purpose. 
 Children learning Design & Technology skills and applying the skills they have learnt 
 Children that a confident in taking steps to achieve their aim.  
 High expectations from teachers.  
 Children developing a love and interest in Design and Technology  

 

  



 

Geography 
Intent 
It is important to remember that Geography is essentially about understanding the world that we 
live in. It helps us to provoke and provide answers to questions about the natural and human aspects 
of the world.  
 
At Our Lady & St Joseph, our children are encouraged to develop a greater understanding and 
knowledge of the world, as well as their place in it. The geography curriculum enables children to 
develop knowledge and skills that are transferable to other curriculum areas.  
 
Geography is an investigative subject, which develops an understanding of concepts, knowledge and 
skills. Our intent, when teaching geography, is to inspire in children a curiosity and fascination about 
the world and people within it; to promote the children's interest and understanding of diverse 
places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding 
of the Earth's key physical and human processes. 
 

Implementation 
 At Our Lady & St Joseph, Geography is taught in every year group, once a week – depending 

on the theme of the topic. 
 Topics are blocked to allow children to focus on developing their knowledge and skills, 

studying each topic in depth. It is important that children develop the skills of a geographer 
by fully immersing them in all areas of the subject. 

 Our Geography curriculum is designed so that children start with ‘themselves’ and their local 
area before working out to the UK and the rest of the world. 

 We teach the 2014 National Curriculum, supported by a clear skills and knowledge 
progression. This ensures that skills and knowledge are built on year by year and sequenced 
appropriately to maximise learning for all children. 

 Location work and mapwork are woven throughout all Geography topics, showing clear 
progression from positional language and compass points in EYFS and KS1 moving forwards 
to coordinate points in KS2. 

 In order to support children in their ability to ‘know more and remember more’, there are 
regular opportunities to review the learning that has taken place in previous topics as well as 
previous lessons. 

 Children are given a ‘title’ page at the start of each topic with key vocabulary and 
information. This is used to support children with their acquisition of knowledge and is used 
as a reference document. 

 Children have a teacher written ‘assessment’ at the end of each topic to assess the 
knowledge remembered and the skills taught. 

 Lesson content and tasks are designed to provide appropriate challenge to all learners, in 
line with our commitment to inclusion and to ensure that each pupil can access the 
Geography curriculum. 

 Effective use of educational visits and visitors are planned, to enrich and enhance the pupil’s 
learning experiences through the Geography curriculum. 

 Cross-curricular links are specifically planned for, with strong links to other subjects such as 
non-fiction Writing, Shared Reading, Maths and Computing. 

 Educational, immersive displays that answer key questions help to create a rich learning 
environment for each Geography focus. 

 



 

Impact 
By the time our pupils leave Our Lady & St Joseph they have: 

 An excellent knowledge of where places are and what they are like. 
 An excellent understanding of the ways in which places are interdependent and 

interconnected and how much human and physical environments are interrelated. 
 An extensive base of geographical knowledge and vocabulary. 
 Fluency in complex geographical enquiry and the ability to apply questioning skills and use 

effective analytical and presentational techniques. 
 The ability to reach clear conclusions and develop reasoned arguments to explain findings. 
 Significant levels of originality, imagination or creativity as shown in interpretations and 

representations of subject matter. 
 Highly developed and frequently utilised fieldwork and other geographical skills and 

techniques. 
 A passion for and commitment to the subject, and a real sense of curiosity to find out about 

the world and the people who live there. 
 The ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good knowledge and 

understanding about current and contemporary issues in society and the environment. 
 

 

What would you see if you walked into a Geography lesson at OLSJ? 
If you were to walk into a Geography lesson at OLSJ, you would see: 

 Interactive and engaging Topic display including key vocabulary and information for 
the unit. 

 Children engaged in exciting and mostly practical based lessons where Geographical 
skills are being taught and the national curriculum covered. 

 Children participating in class and partner discussions, asking questions and 
interested in the learning taking place. 

 Where appropriate, practical resources being used to access Geographical skills 
being used. 

 

  



 

History 
Intent 
History is all around us; in our families with their unique backgrounds, cultures and 
traditions and in our local and wider communities. The study of history ignites children’s 
curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world. Through finding out about how and 
why the world, our country, culture and local community have developed over time, 
children understand how the past influences the present. History enables children to 
develop a context for their growing sense of identity and a chronological framework for 
their knowledge of significant events and people. What they learn through history can 
influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes and values. At Our Lady & St 
Joseph, our intent, when teaching history, is to stimulate the children’s curiosity in order for 
them to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding. 

 

Implementation 
 At Our Lady & St Joseph, History is taught in every year group, once a week – 

depending on the theme of the topic. 
 Topics are blocked to allow children to focus on developing their knowledge and 

skills, studying each topic in depth. It is important that children develop the skills of a 
historian by fully immersing themselves in all areas of the subject. 

 In KS1, History begins by looking at the children’s own personal history and 
introduces them to the ideas of chronology and timelines. It will also look at 
significant events and people who have shaped society, locally, nationally and 
globally. 

 In KS2, each year groups studies aspects of local history, a British history topic and an 
ancient history topic. UK history is taught chronologically to allow children to 
confidently place each time period, allowing children to constantly build on previous 
knowledge and learning by placing previously taught History topics on a timeline. 

 We teach the National Curriculum, supported by a clear skills and knowledge 
progression. This ensures that skills and knowledge are built on year by year and 
sequenced appropriately to maximise learning for all children. 

 Medium term planning for all units will cover key historical concepts: Chronological 
understanding; historical knowledge; historical interpretation; historical enquiry; and 
organisation and communication. 

 In order to support children in their ability to know more and remember more, there 
are regular opportunities to review the learning that has taken place in previous 
topics as well as previous lessons. 

 Children are given opportunities, where possible, to study artefacts leading to 
enquiry, investigation, analysis, interpretation, evaluation and presentation. 

 Children are given a ‘title’ page at the start of each topic with key vocabulary and 
information. This is used to support children with their acquisition of knowledge and 
is used as a reference document. 

 Children have a teacher written ‘assessment’ at the end of each topic to assess the 
knowledge remembered and the skills taught. 

 Lesson content and tasks are designed to provide appropriate challenge to all 
learners, in line with our commitment to inclusion and to ensure that each pupil can 



 

access the History curriculum. 
 Effective use of educational visits and visitors are planned, to enrich and enhance 

the pupil’s learning experiences through the History curriculum. 
 Cross-curricular links are specifically planned for, with strong links to other subjects 

such as non-fiction Writing, Shared Reading, Maths and Computing. 
 Educational, immersive displays that answer key questions help to create a rich 

learning environment for each History focus. 

  

Impact 
By the time the children at Our Lady & St Joseph leave our school, they will have developed: 

 A secure knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts from the 
historical periods covered. 

 The ability to think critically about history and communicate confidently in styles 
appropriate to a range of audiences. 

 The ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ 
views using detail, appropriate and accurate historical evidence derived from a range 
of sources. 

 The ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, forming and 
refining questions and lines of enquiry. 

 A passion for history and an enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops 
their sense of curiosity about the past and their understanding of how and why 
people interpret the past in different ways. 

 A respect for historical evidence and the ability to make robust and critical use of it 
to support their explanations and judgements. 

 A desire to embrace challenging activities, including opportunities to undertake high-
quality research across a range of topics. 

 
What would you see if you walked into a History lesson at OLSJ? 
If you were to walk into a History lesson at OLSJ, you would see: 

 Interactive and engaging Topic display including key vocabulary and information for 
the unit. 

 Children engaged in exciting and mostly practical lessons focused on historical skills 
taught and the national curriculum covered. 

 Children participating in class and partner discussions, asking relevant questions and 
interested in the learning taking place. 

 Where appropriate, artefacts and practical resources being used to access historical 
skills being used. 



 

Physical Education (PE) 
Intent 
The National Curriculum for PE looks to encourage all pupils to succeed and excel in competitive 
sport and other physically demanding activities.  It involves schools creating opportunities, by 
implementing multiple games and physical tasks, to help pupils to become physically confident in a 
way which supports their health and fitness. 

 
At Our Lady & St Joseph we endeavour to create opportunities and inspire children to get involved in 
physical education and be confident enough to engage in competitive sport.  

 
This year we will look at teaching children a range of skills, from the fundamental basics, to more 
complex activities that will be beneficial for their development. Each half term we will be teaching 
children different games and skills, such as completing physical activity for a prolonged amount of 
time, or how to lead a healthy and active lifestyle, which will contribute to their overall 
development. 
 
It is our intention that children enjoy PE and for physical exercise, sports and a healthy lifestyle to 
become part of their daily routine as they mature. 

 
Implementation 
All children at OLSJ are encouraged to participate in physical activities at every opportunity. 

 PE at Our Lady & St Joseph provides challenging and enjoyable learning through a range of 
sporting activities including: invasion games; striking and fielding games; gymnastics, 
swimming; dance. 

 The curriculum map sets clear learning guidelines to which each lesson is planned and 
ensures that the 2014 National Curriculum is fully met. 

 Children in Years 3, 4 & 5 have swimming lessons once a week for 1 whole term. 
 The 'Daily Mile' is open to all students before school begins and is organised and managed 

by the school's PE instructors. 
 Each year, the year 6 cohort takes part in a residential trip based around team building and 

outdoor and adventurous activities. 
 The school attends sports tournaments/competitions hosted by the borough as well as 

organising games against other local schools and internal games within the school. 
 Learning outcomes in PE include tactical learning, logical thinking as well as technical skills. 
 We provide outdoor games and activities before school during breakfast club and After 

School Care. 
 We run after school sports clubs 5 days a week. 
 We provide sports coaches at lunch times to support children in active and structured play.  

 

Impact 
Through PE at Our Lady & St Joseph, children are given the knowledge of how to stay fit and healthy 
through exercise as well as a healthy balanced diet provided. 
Children are provided with opportunities for play and games which they would not have outside 
school. This supports them in developing interest in various sports and games. 



 

 

What would you see if you walked into a PE lesson at OLSJ? 
If you were to walk into a PE lesson at OLSJ, you would see: 

 All children actively engaged in physical activities. 
 Children learning individual skills and technical development. 
 Children developing social skills by working in teams.  
 Children succeeding and achieving. 
 A fun learning environment for all children. 
 Children using logic for problem solving and tactical gameplay. 

 



 

Languages (French) 
Intent 
Learning and developing a foreign language is an important part of integrating in a diverse society 
and provides a platform to understanding different cultures. A good-quality language curriculum 
develops children's inquisitiveness and extends their understanding of the world. The teaching of 
languages enables children to exhibit their thinking in a foreign language and respond to others both 
in oral and written forms.  

The language curriculum intends to develop children’s abilities to communicate for practical 
purposes and foster new ways of thinking. It is the foundation for language acquisition later in life 
and should equip children with the primary skills that can be developed and applied to working and 
studying in other countries.  

The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 
 Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic 

sources. 
 Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating 

what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually 
improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation. 

 Write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of 
grammatical structures that they have learnt. 

 Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

 

Implementation 
In the academic Year 2021/22, children have weekly French lessons in Years 4 to 6. As of September 
2022, French will be taught from Year 3 onwards. 
 
We have created a scheme that builds on skills, the content of which is delivered by class teachers 
and follows termly topics.  
 
In line with the National Curriculum for Modern Foreign Languages, pupils at Our Lady & St Joseph 
are taught to: 

 Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 
 Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, 

sound and meaning of words. 
 Engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those 

of others; seek clarification and help. 
 Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. 
 Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are 

reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases. 
 Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences. 
 Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing. 
 Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language. 
 Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are 

introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary. 
 Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas 

clear 
 Describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing. 



 

 Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where 
relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency 
verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build 
sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English. 

We made the decision not to teach French in Year 3 in the academic Year 2021/22 due to significant 
gaps in children’s knowledge across core subjects of Reading, Writing, Maths and Science which 
needed to be addressed as a priority. These gaps were primarily as a result of COVID-19. 

 
Impact 
We measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods: 

 Observing children speaking and listening in French. 
 Marking of written work. 
 Images and videos of children completing speaking and listening activities. 
 Commenting on the standards of French to parents within the end of reports.  
 Learning walks. 
 Book scrutinies of French floor books.  
 

The language subject leaders will continue to monitor the impact that language teaching is having on 
children’s learning through examination of the French floor books. This is to guarantee the 
progression of the knowledge and skills being delivered.  
Additionally, they will ensure that knowledge is retained by children and revisited.  
 
Impact will be measured through Assessment for Learning (AfL) techniques embedded into lessons 
such as:  

 Questioning. 
 Child-led assessment through success criteria grids. 
 Summative assessments which identify gaps within learning. 

 
A further impact of teaching a child a language is that they will have awe and wonder in exploring 
other countries, languages and cultures.   
 
Next academic year, 2022-23, the language leaders will visit other schools to observe their provision 
in French to support school improvement. 
 

What would you see if you walked into a French lesson at OLSJ? 
If you were to walk into a French lesson at OLSJ, you would see: 

 Children recapping vocabulary/phrases from previous lesson. 
 Children being introduced to new vocabulary phrases and listening attentively 
 Children listening, reading, engaging in conversation and carrying out a writing task; 

as the children progress through the school they will make links with prior learning 
and adapt their French to express clear ideas. 

 A floor book being used per class to evidence the learning that has taken place. 
 



 

Music 
Intent 
‘Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity.’ 

National Curriculum 2014 

At Our Lady & St Joseph we strive to make music enjoyable and accessible to all pupils from all 
backgrounds and abilities. We know the value that music can have on our pupils' mental health and 
well-being and, as such, our music curriculum intends to inspire creativity, self-expression and allows 
children to connect with others. We hope to foster a life-long love of music by exposing them to 
diverse musical experiences from a range of singers, performers, composers and cultural 
backgrounds to ignite a passion for music in any form.   

 

Implementation 
Music is present in nearly every aspect of life at Our Lady & St Joseph.  

Specialist music instructors are employed to teach the music national curriculum to all children from 
Nursery to Year 6.  

Music lessons are linked to topics and themes across the school and therefore support pupils in 
developing a wider understanding and knowledge of the curriculum.  

Music lessons specifically focus on supporting children to:  
 Become confident performers, composers and listeners. 
 Sing and use their voices individually and in a group. 
 Use instruments appropriately to create and compose music on their own and with others 
 Have opportunities to learn a musical instrument. 
 Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated. 
 Listen to, review and evaluate the work of a range of composers and musicians from 

different genres, periods and cultures. 
 Enjoy and have an appreciation of a range of different musical styles such as classical, jazz, 

hip hop, pop, rock and many more. 
 Use and understand musical language and notation. 
 Have opportunities to play instruments. 
 Have opportunities to critique music. 
 Have opportunities to perform to an audience.   

 

In addition to weekly music lessons, children also have the opportunity to learn a musical 
instrument. As such, we have a woodwind and brass tutor hired by THAMES Music to provide one-
to-one and group tuition. We aim to nurture talent and support children in developing their musical 
skills through a highly trained professional tutor.  

Supporting mental health and well-being are fundamental parts of our school and we fully 
understand the vital role that music plays in this. Therefore, we have a fully qualified Music 
Therapist employed for three days a week who works predominantly with children with a Special 
Educational Need (SEN) running individual and personalised sessions to suit their needs.  These are 
often Social, Emotional or Mental Health (SEMH) needs. 

 

 



 

 

 

Musical clubs, such as choirs and ukulele, also reach out to those who have a passion for music or 
are affected by poor mental health. Every child at Our Lady & St Joseph has the opportunity to 
access some form of music and this has, and will always be, key to how we operate at Our Lady and 
St Joseph Primary School.  

 

Impact 
The impact of our Music provision is as follows: 

 Music can support the mental health and well-being of our most vulnerable children. 
 Children have the opportunity to play and learn a musical instrument. 
 Children create and compose their own music. 
 Children perform to an audience. 
 Children experience music from a wide range of genres. 

 
 

What would you see if you walked into a Music lesson at OLSJ? 
If you were to walk into a Music lesson at OLSJ, you would see:  

 Specialist music instructors leading the lessons from Nursery to Year 6. 
 Singing being a part of each lesson.  
 Lessons that are carefully linked to units of work across the curriculum.  
 Children using their creativity to critique, analyse, explore and compose music.  

 


